Muhlenberg College Continues its Momentum and Upward Trajectory
The 2016-17 academic year saw Muhlenberg College develop many exciting new initiatives,
receive many accolades and win a lot of athletic honors. The College continued to gain more
national recognition, highlighted by its theatre department being named #1 in the country by
Princeton Review. Princeton Review also ranked the College's dining service #16, which
complemented the top rankings by the Daily Meal. The College was judged a best value by
Kiplinger's and Money Magazine, received a silver rating in sustainability and ranked #5 in
water conservation by Sustainable Campus Index.
The College continues its major networking initiatives to enhance student outcomes. Career road
trips to New York and Washington were among the highlights in the Career Center, which has
already added more than 1,300 alumni and parents to the Muhlenberg Network. Public health
became a full-fledged major at the College and shortly thereafter signed an agreement with
Boston University School of Public Health. The College also added an agreement with the
Lehigh University School of Management and is exploring new medical, law and business
school partnerships. Also, Muhlenberg became the first undergraduate institution to offer the
course Copyright X, taught in collaboration with a professor at Harvard Law School.
THAW, the Toast Heard Around the World, was again a success. Thousands of alumni across
the country gathered at more than 40 sites – and on seven continents (yes Antarctica too) – to
toast their alma mater. Coupled with the College's Day of Giving, which saw more than 2,200
people make a gift in a 24-hour period and Mule Madness, an alumni athletic challenge, the
College's advancement efforts have soared during the past year.
Another highlight this year was a campaign visit by Vice Presidential candidate Tim Kaine,
which drew an overflow crowd.
As usual, the College's Summer Music Theatre drew large audiences with "In the Heights"
getting rave reviews. "Pirates of Penzance" and the Master Choreographers dance concert also
garnered excellent coverage during the academic year.
On the athletic front, the Muhlenberg football team earned another post-season bid and the field
hockey team won the ECAC championship. Cross country runner Jaryd Flank earned AllAmerican honors as did football player Willie Britt and women's basketball player Brandi
Vallely.
Muhlenberg College has a new strategic plan for Religious Life, which includes five major goals.
One goal is to articulate what it means that Muhlenberg is a college in the Lutheran intellectual
tradition, both today and as we move into the future. We hope various College constituents will
better understand the Lutheran intellectual tradition and affirm the College’s relationship with
the ELCA. Thank you for your partnership in this work.
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At United Lutheran Seminary, we have a new understanding of Jesus’ words from the Gospel of
John: Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it
dies, it bears much fruit.
We are a new seminary, born out of our predecessor schools with over 300 years of experience in
theological education. Many people have sacrificed their time, talent, and resources to bring us to
this point. The sacrifices continue, as does the work of United Lutheran Seminary.

We look to the future of the church in which all are
empowered to bring God’s reign into fullness and fruition.
On both the Philadelphia and Gettysburg campuses, we look to those who have gone before us in
order to learn those core convictions of our confessional learning that hold us steadfast in grace.
We call on the excellence of our alums to provide us with benchmarks and goals for our current
students. We remember the suffering of those who fought on our campuses, both in the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars. We look to the future of the church in which all are empowered to
bring God’s reign into fullness and fruition.
As recipients of these gifts, we are working diligently to raise up leaders for an ever-evolving
church. We are striving to keep the best of our predecessor schools:





The Urban Theological and Town and Country Institutes.
A strong, diverse faculty.
The best support from alumni and synods of all the ELCA seminaries.
And of course, your prayers and support that sustain us from day to day.

There have been some birthing pangs along the way. In March, after much prayer and
discernment, our board made the difficult decision to have the president step down. We continue
the process of building our administration and faculty, with multiple search committees working
diligently to make sure the needs of our students are met by the best-qualified candidates. And
we are working through the challenges of bringing together two established schools with their
myriad traditions and best practices.
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There are many highlights to our first year. United Lutheran Seminary has record enrollment
numbers. This past fall, 78 new students enrolled. Thirty-five additional new students have
enrolled this spring. This is significantly higher than the combined incoming classes of our
predecessor institutions, where enrollment of new students was 15 to 20 in the spring semester.
As these emerging public leaders join us, we are proactively
helping to reduce the problem of student debt. All full-time
ELCA, residential students in the candidacy process receive
full-tuition scholarships at United Lutheran Seminary. In
the two years that we have offered this initiative, there has
been a dramatic drop in the level of borrowing as each new
class enrolled. Prior to offering these scholarships, 70-85%
of new students financed part of their seminary education
by borrowing through the federal loan program. That rate
has dropped to just 22% of new students financing their
education with loans.

Unless a grain of
wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it
remains just a
single grain, but if
it dies, it bears
much fruit.

New technologies are making it possible for classrooms on
both campuses to come together in virtual environments to
discuss theology, study scripture, and discuss best practices
for ministry. In addition, we are creating new life-long learning opportunities for pastors,
deacons, and lay leaders in all fifteen synods of regions seven, eight, and beyond.
Last September, the Association of Theological Schools visited both campuses and concluded
that “ULS has in place the required authorizations and documentation to deliver theological
education as a school in good standing.” This ensures our future as an institution of higher
education that meets and supersedes the benchmarks placed before us by all accrediting agencies.
Sacrifices will continue to be asked of those who serve and support the school. It is the nature of
our servant leadership to do so.
In this time of interim leadership, we are focusing on three priorities:




Nurturing diverse, culturally competent Christian leaders and communities.
Developing new pathways for theological education (e.g., continuing education, M.A.
programs, and distance learning programs).
Cultivating partnerships within and across institutions.

We are moving forward with each of these by launching a ULS Diversity Task Force, entering
into conversations with synods and foundations to explore means of reaching new students, and
discovering ways to provide resources for public Christian leaders – students, alumni, and other
church leaders – for ministry in the 21st century.

F-3

United Lutheran Seminary is a place of extraordinary
education, living into the power of death and resurrection
through our shared experience and learning.
Most importantly, ULS strives to foster a diverse community of faith where people come to meet
Jesus and each other at the table of God’s grace. During our recent time of discernment and
conversation, the ULS board heard the concerns and pain of the students, faculty, and staff. The
decision to remove the former president was not made lightly, but was done with care and
compassion for the needs of the institution, as we believe the future of ELCA congregations in
the Northeastern United States calls for a robust academy of learning for future rostered leaders,
with a healthy and vibrant community of koinonia and trust. To this end, we are committing
considerable resources for counseling and sensitivity training for everyone in the ULS
community. In this context, we will work to forge a new sense of mission and purpose so that our
graduates are empowered to serve the church of the 21st Century.
Without endings, there can be no new beginnings. Without dying to the self, there is no hope of
new life, no chance of resurrection. United Lutheran Seminary is a place of extraordinary
education, living into the power of death and resurrection through our shared experience and
learning. It is a story of sorrow and love, suffering and hope.
We are grateful to you for continued prayers, financial support, and compassion as we
move forward in faith. We ask you to join us on this journey in every way possible. God
bless you in your ministries to the church and the world.

Acting President James S. Dunlop
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